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Letter from the

Director

March 2022

Yes, we are well into another new year do I still say, “Happy New Year,” when we
are two months in already? I tend to say
“Blessings on your New Year,” because we
desire people to be blessed with the deeper,
richer things of life, not just happiness.
For some reason, I am excited about
this year and its possibilities. Just what
are we going to encounter? What is God
going to do through MMM this year, who
will he provide to assist the work, what
opportunities will we have to be a witness
for Him? I don’t know - but I do know that
we are going to see God at work in the
ministry of MMM and in the lives of people,
and we already have done, some of which
you will read about it in the pages ahead.
Each day brings new opportunities for God
to display his goodness.

with all the struggles and the opposition
David faced, when talking of the Lord
his Shepherd, he could also say ‘Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life…’ His goodness shadows us
wherever we go and everyday of our life
(he doesn’t have a rest day). His goodness
stalks us all of the time. He delights in being
good.

We are seeking God for more people full
time and qualified to be involved in MMM.
We are praying for some with a heart
to be mobile as there is a huge need to
have mobile teams operating in the North
and South Islands. We desire to provide
opportunities for young (and maybe not so
young) people to be trained in the building
trade. We want to again see people head
overseas to help on projects, to be inspired
by what God is doing and realise they too
can step out and serve him.

As the old adage responsive statement says;
God is good – (Let me hear you say...) “all
the time”.

spiritual
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Lakeland Park Christian Camp.
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All the time – (say it...) “God is good”!
-Amen!

I have been reflecting lately on the goodness
of God. Everything about him is good, his
heart, his thoughts, his motives, his plans.
David could say “Good and upright is the
Lord.” (Psalm 25.8). He knew to place his
confidence in the character of God, and

People

Howard Robinson

MMM is a

Ministry

Vision:
To see the church
empowered and
equipped with
adequate facilities
appropriate to God’s
mission
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I am not talking about God making life
comfortable for us with all the ‘good’ things
we desire but keeping our perspective
correctly focussed, being a foundation in an
unstable world, being a hope for the future
that sustains us in the present.

Practical
International

Mission:
MMMNZ exists to enhance the
spread of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ through the ministry
of building, both people
and facilities to serve Christian
work and workers in God’s
global kingdom

MMM Team
Don't become

weary

Burden-bearers
At the first team meeting for this year Tom
McIvor, who is the Zone Leader Indo-Pacific
Rim at Word of Life International Fellowship,
was invited to bring a word of encouragement to
begin the year. Tom shared with the team some
thoughts from Galatians chapter 6. The following is
a summary of what Tom shared.

L-R June Gennard, Betty Brown, Dave Gennard, Ave Robinson, Howard
Robinson, Gabrielle Hogan, Rachael Hogan, Lejf Pedersen, Caleb/Kelepi
Hogan, Wayne MacCarthy, Joshua Hogan, Roy Hogan.

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfil the law
of Christ.” Tom began with getting the team to read Galatians 6
from which he drew the thought that MMM is a carrier of other’s
burdens, a clear Biblical principal. I’m not sure if you consider
buildings a burden but for busy people in ministry having to stop to
work on buildings, “burden” would be the correct term. The notes
of thanks and appreciation MMM receives following projects would
also clearly illustrate a burden has indeed been lifted!
Tom went on to explain the passage, continuing from verse 3 which
reads, “If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they
deceive themselves.” He warned us against pride; not against pride
in what we do as we should always seek to do a top job, but in our
attitude. Our attitude should be humble.
In verse 4 we read, “Each one should test their
own actions.” As Christians we should be selfexaminers. We need to be checking on our own
hearts, where they are set each day, asking
ourselves, is my heart surrendered to God today?
What great advice to begin the year with, don’t
you think?

and it reaps what? Destruction, resentment, self-pity, loss of joy. It
is never okay to let the flesh overcome.
The passage goes on, “Those who sow to the spirit reap eternal
life.” We must allow the fruit of the spirit. What is the fruit of the
spirit? We all know - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. They are the fruit of the
spirit that we need. Tom suggested that every day each one of us
must surrender to the Spirit; examine ourselves - is the flesh having
part of me today? Every day we must let the fruit of the Spirit
pervade our souls.
“Don’t become weary in doing good,” reads verse 9. There are
times when we feel weary and wonder if we really have made a
difference. Tom encouraged us to not lose heart.
He said, there will be times when you think,
“This task is just too big for us, or Where have
we made a difference? But I know, as someone
who travels all over this country and visits many
ministries, you do make a difference, MMM is a
blessing to many.”

Is my heart
surrendered to
God today?

In verse 6 there is the instruction to the church to
“share with those who teach,” and with MMM’s ministry of serving
we do that; we support those who are on the frontline, thereby
carrying their burden.
“A man reaps what he sows,” we read in verse 7. Tom reminded us
that this is true in every aspect of life. In fleshly things that are listed
previously in chapter 5, “The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual
immorality … hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition,
dissensions, factions and envy ….” In every aspect of life, we have to
be careful what we sow. It starts with a little seed … then you can’t
get it out of your mind. It might just a simple thought - maybe, “That
person doesn’t care”, “That person said something”, “That person
joked about me”, “That person didn’t recognise me” – they are the
works of the flesh. When we allow that to grow there is a reaping,

In the closing words at the end
of chapter we read the Apostle
Paul’s words, “God forbid that I should boast
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ”
Tom closed by exhorting us to remember,
“In all that you boast, we do what we do
because of Jesus Christ, not because
we have been given some great talent,
not because you have a great heart
but because of Jesus Christ. My boast
is in Christ Jesus, under his umbrella
for his glory.” - Amen
Our sincere thanks to Tom for giving
such an excellent encouragement as we
start the year.
- Ave Robinson

Tom McIvor

From our inbox...
Last year we served the Tasman Bible Church. Recently we
received this update from Mike Nicholls, the Project Leader, “I
caught up with the pastor from Tasman. He shared a couple of
stories. When we were there I installed a light to come on at night
to light up where they were going to install a cross. For a few
weeks it shone on a blank wall. When the cross was installed it

challenged someone to re-dedicate their life to Christ and come
back to church. The other story was about a couple who had a
domestic dispute and one left in the car in a terrible state of mind.
They drove past the lit cross and felt such peace that they drove
back and parked under it and fell asleep.” - Praise the Lord!
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Prayer
International
building on prayer
This article was written following a recent team meeting. At that meeting we talked around how prayer can be seen as different parts
of a building structure. Below are some of the building metaphors to explain why MMM needs your prayer support, which is greatly
valued by all involved in God’s work.
Foundations: the first part of any build must be the foundations on which the building will stand.
The purpose of a strong foundation is to provide stability from the ground up. “For no man can lay a
foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 3:11. Therefore the
ministry of MMM must be built on prayer with Christ our redeemer as the foundation. Without our
firm foundation in Christ alone everything will collapse, as Matthew tells us in chapter 7: 24-27 in
the story of the wise and foolish builders.
Buttress: a structure of stone, timber or brick, built against a wall to strengthen or for support. It
helps to hold the wall in place. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians
4:13. Knowing MMM has prayer support gives the organisation the strength to carry on:
• when a project might be difficult
• when a team member is facing health concerns, and
• even navigating our way through a pandemic, with plans needing to change or adjustments
made.
Acrow Props: these give temporary support to a structure, that might need stabilising whilst a
permanent solution can be made. Sometimes it can take a while for our prayers to be answered, but
we still need to hold on to the promise that God hears our prayers and will answer in his own time.
At MMM we are very much aware that those who pray for us are holding up the ministry. Moses
held up his arms during a battle with Amalekites and he was supported by Aaron and Hur (Exodus
17: 8-13).
Beam: or a cross beam holds everything together. MMM ministry is based around the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who died and rose again. Everything that MMM does, is to glorify God and to
build his kingdom. Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from beginning
to end. He did not give up because of the cross! On the contrary, because of the joy that was waiting
for him, he thought nothing of the disgrace of dying on the cross, and he is now seated at the right
side of God’s throne. Hebrews 12:2
Truss: this member is capable of supporting considerable external load over a large span. It is made
up of individual pieces designed and needed to carry that load. The Truss reminds MMM’ers this
work is not done alone, but through the power of the Holy Spirit, the love of God the Father and
through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 4:4-6)
- June Gennard
Thank you to those who receive our monthly Praise and Prayer Force and have committed to pray daily for the ministry of MMM
New Zealand. We are grateful to those who meet monthly in small groups to pray for us. MMM is very grateful to Norm and Jean Hockly
for the many years they have hosted the Tauranga MMM Prayer Fellowship in their home but are now unable to continue, many thanks
for your faithful service Norm and Jean. We do appreciate all those who pray for the ministry of MMM. Prayer is a wonderful way to
support the ministry. If you would like receive the MMM Prayer Force, join an existing Prayer Fellowship or start one, let the MMM
office know. Contact details are inside the front cover.

“Prayer is the only unending obligation given to man. God did not say man is to always work,
he did not say man is always to play; men ought to always pray.” - S.M Lockridge

God Connects
the story of the kitchen cabinets later, we had a new home for the surplus
No two days in the office are the same in
the way God reveals himself to us. In fact,
no email, or enquiry, is the same. One day
an email came in from a supporter, who
asked, “Does MMM want some good
quality modern kitchen cabinets that we
have just removed from our kitchen?”
MMM had just completed a project at
Tauwhare Gospel Chapel, altering the
kitchen and toilets. They needed some
additional cupboards. A few phone calls
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kitchen cabinets and a very appreciative
Chapel. All these plans were completed
during the morning the original email came
in.
This happened during the Waikato Covid
Lockdown, so there was the problem of
collection before Christmas.
After a few false starts in deciding the best
way to collect and deliver, our contact at
the Chapel volunteered to use his own time
and trailer to do the collection so the kind
MMM New Zealand News

donor could have
the cabinets out
of their way and
their lounge back.
No two emails or
enquiries are the
same, but we love
to be a conveyer
of blessings.
- Dave Gennard

Prayer Answered
God's Currency
The Hogan family joined MMM June 2020 with the desire to move to Fiji to lead
MMM Fiji. There was a plan on what that would look like but then a Global
Pandemic popped up. Here they share their journey of the last couple
of years.
It can be a scary thing, getting out of the boat and putting full faith
in God to meet your needs. If this pandemic has taught us anything,
surely it’s that we don’t know what tomorrow will bring and
anything could happen.
But we also know that, as followers of Jesus, the best place to be is
where He wants us to be, doing what He wants us to do. For those
of us that are Full Time Volunteers for MMM, that means trusting
that God will meet our needs every day. This is something as a
family we have been learning - that is to live in a deeper trust of
our Saviour as our provider, and he has not let us down. In fact he
knows how to give “immeasurably more than we could ask for or
imagine.” Ephesians 3:20.

We joke
that God
uses a different currency. We are often gifted things which allow
us to not need money in the first place, like free upgrades for paid
accommodation, free accommodation, meals and being given food
and produce.
The last two years have taken us on a journey exploring from
Northland to Southland and many places in between. It has been
everything from a big extended holiday to a whole lot of hard work.
Although it’s all been for Work Projects, we have managed to fit in
many exciting adventures along the way, from visiting Tane Mahuta
in Northland to whale watching in Kaikoura, kayaking in Kaiteriteri,
checking out incredible views up Te Mata Peak in the Hawkes Bay
and cruising the Milford Sound. We have also been able to see
friends and family around New Zealand as
well as make some amazing new friends and
scary thing, connections in the process.

For our family, it has also been trusting that God knows the perfect
timing for us as we prepare to move to Fiji. This
has been a bit of a rollercoaster, but a good
“It can be a
lesson where we can trust that God knows the
timing better than we ever could and His picture
getting out of
is way bigger than ours. Our job is just to do our
bit and be obedient.
Despite being Full Time Volunteers, God never
ceases to amaze us with the way he is able to go
before and supply our needs. Here are just a few
of the many ways we have seen God provide for
our family:

the boat

and putting full faith in

God to meet your needs.”

•

We finished raising our financial support needed to start with
MMM during the first lockdown in New Zealand, a time of a
national and global financial crisis.

•

During 2021 we had ongoing car issues, with three separate
problems. This put us without a car for a month. Yet we were
lent a car the whole time and all costs were covered by three
separate financial gifts given by people who were unaware of
the problems.

•

The same day that approximately $1500 went out of our
account for our Fijian work permit application, a financial gift
came in from someone who had prayed asking who to give
money to and felt led to give to us.

•

We were given a one off financial gift the week we were in
Christchurch on annual leave and then again from someone
different when we were in Queenstown, to allow us to do
some touristy things including a cruise in Milford Sound.

•

We sold Roy’s old work van on TradeMe for $2000 more
than we expected to sell it for after trying to sell it for months.

As we step out in obedience to serve, we rely on
others to give, in obedience and trust in God as
we journey together. We have learnt a lot about
being obedient, even when doing so seems a bit
crazy. We have learnt to be generous as others
are generous to us.

At the end of the day, I don’t think I’d want to go back to a life
where I was comfortable enough to not rely on God. Instead we’re
about to step it up a notch, heading to lead MMM Fiji on 2 April,
flying with Air New Zealand for free on flights we won in December
2019. We will finally get to use our three-year work visa that started
a year ago.
We thank God for the provision and guidance He has given us over
the last couple of years. Please pray for us as we have so many
decisions to make and
things to do before
leaving the country.
Pray also that we have
good health as we do
these tasks. Please
pray that the move
goes smoothly, that
we all settle into the
Fijian lifestyle well and
that we allow God to
continually lead and
guide us.
- Rachael Hogan

Please note due to the change in Covid restrictions
to a red traffic light we have cancelled the
MMM Conference 2022.

MMM Conference 2022

We look forward to being together at another
time or if you are ever passing through Pirongia
you are welcome to call in!
Issue 1 2022
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Full-Time Volunteers on projects:
Roy and Rachael Hogan, Wayne
MacCarthy and Lejf Pedersen.

PROJECT REPORTS
The team serving at Ignite sport. Stephen Douglas, Terry Meads and Warren White.

Cambridge Baptist,
Cambridge

As always, as we have done over a number
of years, our team enjoyed working with
the Cambridge Baptist Church. Malachi
(a local builder) was a wonderful help on
this project, by sending three of his men
to help for a week building a stage, storage
cupboards and replacing the kitchen
ceiling. The team also altered some storage
rooms, painted the manse windows inside,
interior doors and trim. Lejf Pedersen, the
Team Leader, was kept busy wiring new
fuse boards. Team Leader - Lejf Pedersen,
Stephen Douglas, Glen Foreman, Dave &
June Gennard, Wayne MacCarthy, James
Pask, Caden Van de Laak

Word of Life, Hamilton
Word of Life is
an international
ministry that
partners with
the local church
to evangelise
and disciple
youth. Their
New Zealand
headquarters
is in Hamilton
and was looking
pretty tired. The team did an interior paint
throughout. There was such a great help
that they finished early, with the Word of
Life staff able to enjoy refreshed offices.
Word of Life in their letter of thanks to
MMM wrote, “On behalf of the Word of
Life team I would like to express our sincere
gratitude for generously giving of your time
and expertise to paint our Hamilton office
this month. We do not take for granted the
sacrifice you all make to serve Christian
ministries throughout New Zealand –
enabling us to focus on our ministry! I
believe the blessing of working from a
freshly painted space will serve our team
immensely in their effectiveness!” Team
Leader - Lejf Pedersen, Wayne MacCarthy,
Graham & Colleen Stokes
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Hillcrest Chapel, Hamilton

Ignite Sport,
Lower Hutt

With the fine weather of January, it was an
ideal opportunity to paint the exterior of
the Hillcrest Chapel in Hamilton. However,
the days were so hot the paint hardly had
a chance to get from roller to wall before it
began to dry, making fast work a necessity.
The team were also diligent in ensuring
they were working on the cooler side of the
building. This project was so well supported
by the local church, it was completed two
weeks ahead of schedule. Team Leader Lejf Pedersen, Robert Atkins

Hebron, Waikouaiti

Hebron is a ministry seeking to
train people to fulfil the Great
Commission. The team worked to
reinstate some doors, in what was
formerly a psychiatric hospital, that
were unusable. They worked on a
total of 49 doors, 46 of which needed
repairing in some way, 40 had new
handles installed and 16 had vision
panels installed. Team Leader - Roy
Hogan, Rachael, Josh, Gabrielle and
Caleb, Alan and Rosina Mitchell,
Keith and Marian McQuillian and
Ronnie McArthur
MMM New Zealand News

Ignite Sport is a volunteer-based youth
development organisation that uses sport
and recreation to engage young people,
encouraging them to consider character,
values, balance and heart. They have a
huge project on their hands, converting old
football clubrooms into their own offices.
The MMM team helped with a small portion
of that by framing and lining the ceilings of
the office area over the two weeks. Team
Leader - Roy Hogan, Rachael, Josh, Gabrielle
and Caleb, Stephen Douglas, Terry Meads,
Neville Pinfold, Warren White

Lakeland Park
Christian Camp, Queenstown

See the
back page for
projects you can
serve on.

The first week was
focused on painting
and roof repairs to the
cabins, plus installing
a flagpole. The second
week saw the team
working solely at the
staff house; installing
windows, renovating
the toilet and painting
the interior and exterior.
The team all enjoyed
the views, community
living and long Otago days with plenty
to do after hours. The evenings were full
of swimming, biking, walks and making
the most of the camp and local activities.
Team Leader - Roy Hogan, Rachael, Josh,
Gabrielle and Caleb, Ronnie McArthur,
Willie van’t Wout, Gerard & Femmy van
Leeuwen

Lake Coleridge Powerhouse
Lodge, Coleridge

Rachael held the fort in the kitchen
preparing all the food while Roy and Ronnie
McArthur worked with Andy Ayers and Matt
Davis to construct a deck to connect the
bi-folding doors in the dining area of the
lodge to the old laundry/store building. The
lodge is an exciting ministry that seeks to
share the love of Jesus through hospitality in
a really interesting place. They host a range
of family, church, school and other groups.
They are right on the Te Araroa track and,
in time, look forward to being able to host
those walking the track.

West coast, Work,
Words & Whittaker's!
Celebrate Messiah, Punakaiki
Alan and Rosina Mitchell are MMM Associates who willingly take
the opportunity to lead projects for MMM when they are available.
We greatly appreciate the commitment of Alan and Rosina to the ministry in this
way. The following is a report from the project they led in late January.
It was with much anticipation that we headed to the West Coast.
What a beautiful unspoilt tropical part of the country to stay for 3
weeks. Even better, we were working at the Punakaiki Beach Hostel,
right on the beach! It is part of the ministry called, “Celebrate
Messiah”.

helping in the garden for two days. We also had immense help
from Kadesh Blight from Hokitika who did a lot of the underfloor
insulation with Mike Arthur. Mike Nicholls did a heap of rewiring.
Joshua and Caleb Smithies from Christchurch also came and helped
for two days. So, it was great to have so much help.

This ministry has a heart to reach out to Israeli
backpackers and travellers and it was great to meet
Micheal Thomas, the director, who came for a few days
at the start, as well as being looked after by Nicki Smith
and Sophie Smithies who cooked all our meals and
cared for us so generously.

We re-insulated, reroofed, re-clad, installed new
soffits, new gutters and under-floor insulation. There
was a heap of painting with the new
colours of blue and cream, replacing the DOC yellow
and green theme. Femmy, along with Kadesh, did
a lot of the stripping and painting. Gerard worked
away with Dean getting the cladding on and just
helping anywhere and everywhere. Alan, he was
kept busy keeping everyone else on task and making
sure we didn’t linger too long over tantalising
morning and afternoon teas as well as trying to do all
the fiddly bits like the corners and around windows
etc. which he, being a details man, likes to do. I was
asked to make some signs for the hostel, which was
super fun, art is rather a passion of mine!

There were some travellers who passed through the
hostel while we were there and it was great to see
how they very naturally shared the gospel with those
people and told their testimonies. It was obvious
that it came from hearts of sincerity and people with
a vision to care for Israelis and celebrate the Israeli
culture. It was cool to see these travellers looking so
full of pride and appreciation for being Israelis - their
eyes lit up as the staff shared their vision to
make Israeli meals and to celebrate Israeli
customs for them.
On the job, Sam, a local guy, gave a hand to
get all the supplies ordered for us. Initially the
job was to reclad and reroof the staff house,
although some of us women got pretty keen
to tidy the gardens too, as the staff had been
super busy over Christmas and New Year
and had little time to do that. Andrea, Bethany and I learnt how
to prune flax bushes, so it’s pretty cool to now have that in my
repertoire of skills.
We started with Mike Nicholls, Andrea and Mike Arthur and Gerard
and Femmy Van Leeuwen. We also had Nathan Kelly help us for two
days the first week, Ronnie McArthur for a couple of days, Dean
and Lois Farrow for a week and their friends Des and Evelyn Ruby

Thankfully, the weather was fine most of the
time (which is incredible on the West Coast!)
and the only day it rained they put up a tarp
and kept on working!
All in all, a very
successful job was
completed with
good fellowship
and bonding times in the evenings over
games of Upwords with Ronnie, dice
games like Zilch and trying to learn
Mike’s magic secrets with the cards,
coins and other tricks, all while partaking
of Whittaker’s chocolate.
- Rosina Mitchell
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Upcoming Projects in NZ
14th - 25th March

28 Feb - 22th march

North Island
Projects

Kaipaki Community hall

TSCF Waikato workers
home

530 Kaipaki Road,
Ohaupo, 3881

Cambridge
External painting and balcony
repairs

2nd May - 1st july

18th - 28th april

Cladding repairs, replacing
entry doors and painting
exterior of church
Vaccine Pass Required

May - June

capernwray bible school

whangamata community
church
103 Beverley Terrace
Whangamata

Wall repairs and interior
painting of hall and toilets

Kitchen refurbishment, removal
of walk-in chiller, floor framing,
fire walls

14th - 23rd march

Painting barge board, soffits
and interior painting of the
church

1 Kane Street, Pirongia
Continue the upgrade of the
PNG Unit, interior painting
house 2

Morning tea is always a
great time of fellowship
and prayer on projects!

7 De Havilland Way, Tauranga
Airport, Mount Maunganui
Renovation of offices and
accommodation

25th - 31st March

camp iona

Mosgiel Gospel hall
75 Gordon Road, Mosgiel

mmm centre

MAF (Mission Aviation
Fellowship)

3553 Cambridge Road,
Cambridge

south Island
Projects

28 March - 14th April

35 Tulliement Road, Herbert
Painting and repairing cabins

4th - 14th April

En Hakkore
207 Orangapai Road,
Ranfurly
Painting and repairing cabins

oon
ng and aftern
Note - Morni
all
h provided on
teas and lunc
projects

Please Note: dates are uncertain due to covid restrictions. Please see the
website for up to date information

Please note - MMM does not
require a Vaccine Pass for
volunteers but some Project
Recipients do. If a project requires
a Vaccine Pass it will be stated on
the advertising.

Would you like to know more?
Check out our website
8

www.mmm.org.nz

We are grateful for all those in campervans and caravans
that choose to serve on MMM projects. If you would like
to serve Christian ministries, work with great people and
see our beautiful country give us a call!

e welcome
Volunteers ar
t call Dave
on projects.ecJkusth
e project
first to ch schedul
e!
is on
! Zealand News
New
anks
ThMMM

phone or email dave: 021 272 1562
projects@mmm.org.nz
helpers welcome, caravan parking
availablE on most projects

